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Reading, Writing, and Literature Across the Curriculum





Reading


Heart of Aztlan by Rodolfo Anaya


Like Water For Chocolate or Como agua para chocolate both by Laura Esquivel


Tortilla Flat by John Steinbeck


The Milagro Beanfield War by John Nicholas


Heading South, Looking North: A Bilingual Journey by Ariel Dorfman


How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents or Como las chicas Garcia perdieron sus acentos by Julia Alvarez


El otro lado or The Other Side by Julia Alvarez


Biographies of major Hispanic Americans


Hispanic newspapers in the United States via the Internet








Writing


Charting of major Hispanic movements in the United States


Free writing on previous knowledge


Short paper on a particular aspect of Hispanic-American culture


Working with maps of Hispanic populations in the United States


Timeline of Hispanic American history


Personal genealogy if appropriate


Creation of a class mural





Viewing


Film "The Milagro Beanfield War"


Film "Como agua para chocolate"


Film "Born in East LA"


Poster Chicano! History of the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement


Murals viewable on the Internet


Book of Hispanic murals in the United States: Chicano Art Inside/Outside the Master's House : Cultural Politics and the Cara Exhibition by Alicia Gaspar De Alba


Maps of Hispanic Populations in the United States


Timeline of Hispanic American history





Speaking


Presentation of short papers


Informal class discussion of books


Informal class discussion of what it means to be Hispanic American


Short plays of episodes from the literature


Literature circles





Listening


Class discussion of what it means to be a Hispanic American


Individual presentations


Short plays


Literature circles


Listen to Hispanic American music such as Los Super Seven and Gloria Estefan





Goals:


Students will formulate their own concept of what it means to be a Hispanic American


Students will be able to empathize with Hispanic Americans/those who have resisted the rise of Hispanic Americans


Students will  be able to explain the life situation of many Hispanic Americans


Plans: The unit will like the subject itself, continuously bridge between the English and Spanish languages and is designed for students of either language and can be taught in either language.








